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p.8 Learn to speak, read and write Chinese   …Simultaneously, by learning to type in Chinese! 
p.9 Tone   The basics to know about tone before you start 

p.10 Pronunciation and Warm-up Drills   Every possible phonetic combination &  warm up exercises 
p.12 Tongue Twisters    A fun way to practice getting your mouth around some of the trickier sounds  
p.14 

 
Photocopiables     Study templates you can photocopy onto transparency sheets to use with the 45  
                                dialogues to accelerate your  listening, reading, and writing ability. The VPC study  
                                templates are also available on our website, where you can download them and then 
                                print them out on transparency sheets – they beat using a piece of scrap paper! 

page           Chapters Learn…  

p.20  Ch.1 – At the Breakfast Stand How to order breakfast, breakfast foods and beverages at your local 
breakfast stand 

p.26  Ch. 2 – Where are you from? To say where you are from, how to compliment Taiwan, many country 
names and all the continents 

p.34  Ch.3 – So how much money  
             do  you make? 

To talk about your salary, or to avoid doing so! Numbers 1-10, 10, 20…100, 
100, 200…1000 and various number combinations 

p.42  Ch. 4 – I’m really interested in  
              music! 

To chat about work, different occupations, plus hobbies and interests and 
how to talk about them 

p.50  Ch.5 – It’s been a busy week!  To talk about getting settled in Taiwan and time words (days, months, and 
years) for the past, present, and future 

p.52  Ch. 6 – Traveling around the  
              island 

To talk about traveling around the island; to use rgçmldϔ什麼 (what) ＋
cšt 都 (all) ＋ verb; to talk about going from A to B to C 

p.54  Ch. 7 – Let’s go out for dinner To express an opinion about different types of cuisine and how to describe 
flavors and seasoning preferences 

p.56  Ch.8 – Have you ever been to  
             Mexico? 

How to use verb ＋ ftó 過 = I’ve eaten/drunk /been to, plus sentences 
using cáncíϔ道地 (authentic) 

p.58  Ch.9 – Your Chinese is so   
             great! 

To talk about your Chinese ability and to compare people, places, & things 
using  __ aˇϔ比 (than) __  adjective 

p.60 Ch.10 – At the train station How to  buy train tickets, times (1-12 o’clock) and how to make a date for a  
specific time 

p.62 Ch.11 – Shopping for fruit in  
              the market 

How to bargain at the market, how to ask for different fruits, and classifiers 
for fruit (fdϔ個,  kíϔ粒,  a¯n 包---) 

p.64 Ch.12 – Shopping for clothes How to shop for an item of clothing; to ask about size, say something is too 
big or too small; to learn color names and common items of clothing 

p.66 Ch.13 – Want to do a language  
              exchange? 

Dates and times; how make a date; to arrange/confirm a date and time to 
meet, plus days of the week and months of the year 

p.68 Ch.14 – Your hair looks great! How to compliment someone’s hairstyle; to express criteria for a good 
hairdresser and how to ask for one, plus useful haircutting sentences 

p.70 Ch.15 – Have you been to the  
              doctor? 

How to have a conversation about your health; to express common health 
complaints, and to ask for the location of various practitioners 
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p.72 Ch.16 – I’m looking for a new  

              place 
How to ask about apartments for rent and important questions about 
apartment features and building amenities 

p.74 Ch.17 – Where are the mangos? How to ask for things in the supermarket;  verb ＋cd cán 得到 (able to…), 
verb ＋ aõ cán 不到 (unable to);  superlative (ytíϔ最＋ verb) 

p.76 Ch.18 – At the store How to ask for things in the drugstore; bgõkd 除了 …xˇváh 以外 (except 
for…); to specify location (in, on, under, next to, front, back…) 

p.78 Ch.19 – What’s your family like? To describe and talk about your family and ask another about theirs; family 
words; and to use  xót 又 ＋  adjective  ＋  xótϔ又  ＋  adjective  

p.80 Ch.20 – In a taxi How to tell a cab driver where you want to go; simple driving instructions; 
useful sentences and phrases when taking a cab 

p.82 Ch.21 – Do you come here 
              often? 

How to start a conversation in a bar; how to order popular drinks; to use 
mÜmftáhϔ難怪 (no wonder); verb ＋ vÜm 完 = completed action 

p.84 Ch.22 – This is my boyfriend,  
              Peter. 

How to introduce yourself to others; to chat with a friend about what’s new at 
work and home; to use çqphÒ 而且 (in addition) 

p.86 Ch.23 – My friend thinks you’re  
             Cute! 

How to describe people and inquire after them in a social setting; how to use 
f¯mfbÜh  剛才 (just) and bÜhϔf¯mfϔϔ才剛 (only just) 

p.88 Ch.24 – Do you know Taiwan’s  
              famous foods? 

How to talk about Taiwan’s specialty foods and delicacies, and speak of the 
ones you’ve eaten; to use fÓm 敢 (dare to) and aúfÓm 不敢 (not dare to) 

p.90 Ch.25 – Do you like to go to   
              the gym? 

How to talk about working out at the gym; talk about how often you do things 
(once, twice..) over a specific period of time (a day, month, year)  

p.92 Ch.26 – I’m so happy! How to use common emotions to express your feelings; use the  
xëϔ.xíϔ一 (once)  ---ihú  就 (then) … construction to talk about a situation 

p.94 Ch.27 – Excuse me, where is  
              Taipei 101? 

How to ask for directions, to locate landmarks around Taipei, to talk about 
going places using modes of transportation, and discussing where to meet 

p.96 Ch.28 – Can you make it a little  
              cheaper? 

How to bargain; bargaining and shopping catchphrases; discounts and how 
to ask for a discounted price, plus how to use itçctíϔ絕對 (absolutely) 

p.98 Ch.29 – You look great today! How to give, deflect, and accept compliments; catchphrases to compliment 
one’s appearance, and how to use xté 越 ＋ verb1 ＋ xté 越 ＋ verb2 

p.100 Ch.30 – So what do you like to  
              do? 

To talk about fun activities; to issue social invitations, and how to make 
suggestions about things you’d like to do 

p.102 Ch.31 – Do you want to see a  
              movie? 

How to negotiatate going to see a movie in the cinema, to express your 
admiration of movie stars, and to say you like/don’t like a genre of movies 

p.104 Ch.32 – The weather’s lovely  
              today! 

About the weather in Taiwan;  to describe weather, from scorching hot to 
freezing cold, and how to use verb1 ＋ kÜh 來＋ verb1 ＋ púϔ去 

p.106 Ch.33 – I love your bag! To talk about shopping and shopping venues and about prices; to use colors 
and accessories in questions, and to ask if they rgígç 適合 (suit) you 

p.108 Ch.34 – I have errands to run To politely refuse an invitation; to talk about common daily errands, and how 
to use xíϔygÒmf 一整 (total; complete)  

p.110 Ch.35 – Can you do me a  
              favor? 

To relay the request for a favor, in addition to how to ask for various favors 
for yourself in a polite way 

p.112 Ch.36 – Do you like to watch  
             sports? 

To talk about watching and playing sports, and to use frequency adverbs 
(always, usually, sometimes, occasionally, rarely, never) in statements 
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p.114 Ch.37 – The MRT is so  
              convenient! 

To apologize for being late; to debate public / personal modes of travel; to say 
where you live around (the school, work, the park…) and how to get there 

p.116 Ch.38 – What’s your sign? All of the Chinese Zodiac Signs and the superstitions regarding the tiger sign,  
as well as the Astrological signs; how to guess/ask another’s sign 

p.118 Ch.39 – Happy New Year To talk about travel plans (vacation destinations, booking airline tickets), ask 
about local holidays and use eÓmygémf 反正 (anyhow) in statements 

p.120 Ch.40 – I have to do the  
             dishes 

To talk to roommates about cleaning schedules and maids, state your 
opinion on household chores, and to use xánaúqÜm 要不然 (otherwise) 

p.122 Ch.41 – Ouch, I hurt my back! To describe a busy day at kindy, and talk about injuries/accidents, and use 
the ---aÓ 把 in Subject ＋ Object ＋ Verb statements 

p.124 Ch.42 – Is there a church  
              around here? 

To have a pleasant conversation about places of worship in Taiwan, different 
religions, and how to use the situation ＋ cdϔgtá 的話 construction 

p.126 Ch.43 – What a pretty baby   
              you have! 

To compliment a cute baby; to sidestep questions about your age/marital  
status and how to use re-duplicatable adjectives, i.e. ygžmfygžmf 腫腫  

p.128 Ch.44 – What a beautiful  
              house you have! 

To compliment a friend’s house and talk about his/her décor; how to use   
aõrgíϔ不是 (not) ---ygˇrgíϔ只是 (just) ---çqxˇϔ而已 (only) 

p.130 Ch.45 – I’ve just adopted a  
              dog! 

To talk about taking in a street dog in Taiwan; to ask someone the name of  
their pet, and how to use the passive marker aéh 被 in statements 

p.132 More Tongue Twisters 
A collection of well known tongue twisters ranging from moderately difficult to incredibly challenging. 
Master them and impress all your Taiwanese friends! 

p.137 The A to Z of Slang 
A broad assortment of local slang which amply displays the humor and ingenuity of the Taiwanese 

p.149 Number Slang 
Use them when in a hurry or even have whole conversations with combinations of these number codes 

p.150 Letter Abbreviations 
Clever abbreviations, ideal for instant messaging or texting. Say a lot with just a few letters! 

p.152 Proverbs 
Sample dialogues for each one of these common proverbs help you get the knack of how to use them 

p.162 Pinyin – Chinese Character – English Glossary 
All the vocabulary words from the VPC Book and Study Guide listed in alphabetical order by Pinyin 

p.203 English – Chinese Character – Pinyin Glossary Pinyin 
All the vocabulary words from the VPC Book and Study Guide listed in alphabetical order by English 

p.244 Pinyin to BPMF Conversion Chart 
For when you’re given pronunciation instructions in BPMF; just refer to the table for its Pinyin counterpart 

p.249 Endnotes 
p.250 References and Resources 
p.251 Meet the VPC team 

The author, editors, illustrator, voice actors and other contributors to Very Practical Chinese 
p.252 Notes  Some extra space for your own notes! 

   
   


